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Welcome

was built on land granted to the
charity, in New Canal Street, by
Birmingham benefactor Sir Alfred
Gooch. Today we proudly work from
our two rescue centres near Solihull
and Wolverhampton and we
provide the very best standards of
care to over 2,000 dogs (just like me)
every single day of every year.
To mark our charity’s accomplishments
and this special occasion, we invited
lots of friends to celebrate our love of
dogs (well we are adorable!) with the
opening of our new veterinary clinic
and a special Birthday Paw-ty event.
All of my visiting four-legged pals
received birthday presents and
pup-cakes (mmm they were
delicious!) and we were all
wagging to see each other again.
Fundraising for our 130th Birthday

birminghamdogshome.org.uk

Hello and welcome
to this very special
Big Birthday
edition of Fetch!
We have had a very
busy start to 2022
here at Birmingham
Dogs Home and
I’ve been in a
‘paw-ty’ mood!

Wolverhampton Centre:

This year is our charity’s 130th

Dark Lane, Coven,

Birthday and we have launched

Wolverhampton, WV10 7PN

lots of exciting ways for our lovely

Telephone: 01902 790 618

supporters and adopters to join in

Email: sunnyside@

Dogs Home dog.

our celebrations.

Lily

OUR BUSY NEWSHOUNDS

Editors:
Fi Harrison and Lily

OUR REHOMING CENTRES

Open by Appointment Only
Birmingham Centre:
Catherine-de-Barnes Lane,
Catherine-de-Barnes, Solihull,
B92 0DJ
Telephone: 0121 643 5211
Email: info@

birminghamdogshome.org.uk
Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy,
Birmingham Dogs Home, the publishers,
authors and printers cannot accept liability for
omissions. Any artwork or copy accepted at
owner’s risk. All rights reserved. No part of this
publication may be reproduced in any form
without the permission of the copyright
holder or publisher. Opinions expressed in
the magazine are not necessarily those
of Birmingham Dogs Home or the publisher.

We have come a very long way since
our humble beginnings in 1892 when

because our kennels are full again.
I hope we can find new loving homes
like mine, for every dog very soon.
With our new veterinary clinic now
open, my pooch pals can now get
all the treatment they need straight
away, which will mean they will get
better more quickly and be ready
to find their new homes much sooner.
Thank you to everyone for all you do
to support Birmingham Dogs Home,
by adopting or by helping raise the
vital funds we need to help Midlands
homeless dogs. Thank you for being
part of our history
and our future too.
I’m very proud to
be a Birmingham

the first ‘home for lost and starving dogs’

2002

birminghamdogshome.org.uk
We mix in your social circles

is going to be so important this year

1892

1989

2015
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It’s a full house
Amidst our celebrations we must remain focused on the daily
care of the dogs that are brought to us as strays or by owners
who are no longer able to look after them.
the cost of living is increasing in so

until they are suitable for home life

many ways at the moment. We also

and the knock-on effect for Birmingham

have a lot of dogs that are not yet ready

Dogs Home is that our kennels

for rehoming either because of training

continue to be extremely busy.

or medical issues and we have also
seen a decrease in the number of
adoption enquiries in recent weeks,
perhaps for the same economic reasons
or because more people are now back
Little Bear waiting patiently

at work and unable to make the time
commitment every dog needs. All of
this means we are working at capacity.”
Karen Doy, Centre Manager at

Early care and training will help a dog
to settle into their new environment
and become a happy and loving
member of the family. Our charity
provides post-adoption help to
every adopter, to provide additional
guidance and advice, to support
both them and their new dog on
their journey together.

Wolverhampton centre added,
“We are experiencing the same trends.
Our canine carers are spending a lot
of time supporting the dogs that have

(Fi Harrison,

with little
Cersi, explaining the
pressures BDH is facing on
BBC Midlands Today recently

come to us in a very poor condition,
both physically and mentally, and are
flat out providing both daily care and
Every kennel is occupied

spending the time each dog needs
to help them to socialise both with
people and other dogs. This increased

Unfortunately the start of 2022

need for behavioural training now,

has seen the number of dogs we

may be a result of the high number

are caring for, increasing rapidly

of new dog owners during lockdown,

every month. We are currently

many of whom may have been

at capacity in our kennels at both

inexperienced and unable to access

of our rescue centres

suitable training services during the

This puts a big strain on our canine

formative months for young dogs.”

carers and our rehoming teams and of

This means some of the dogs we are

course our fundraising team too who

receiving need to be with us for longer

need to keep raising additional funds
to ensure we can provide the very best
care for all the dogs that need us.
Emily giving Leo the TLC he has missed

Areika Bickerton, Centre Manager at
our Birmingham rescue centre said,
“It has been a rising trend since the
start of 2022. The number of dogs
we have received has increased quite
dramatically. This seems to be a
combination of factors. The higher
number of relinquishments of dogs
by their owners may be a reflection of
the increased economic hardship so
many families are currently facing, as

Our canine carers are very busy,
exercising every dog, every day

To find out more about the dogs
that are currently waiting for new
homes, please visit our website:
www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
If you would like to help support our
work through a donation you can make
a one-off or regular gift online payment
or call our friendly fundraising team
on 0121 643 5211 (Option 3) to find
out more about how you can help.

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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Marking 130 years of caring with the
official opening of The Veterinary
Clinic at Birmingham Dogs Home
On the 23rd March, Birmingham Dogs Home celebrated our 130th
Birthday and 130 years of caring for lost and homeless dogs across
the region.

Councillor Ken Meeson and BDH Chairman
John Wheatley cutting the ribbon

This significant birthday milestone
in our history was marked by some
special celebrations at our Birmingham
rescue centre in Catherine-de-Barnes
as the Mayor and Mayoress of Solihull,
Councillor Ken Meeson and his wife
Annette, officially opened Birmingham
Dogs Home’s new veterinary clinic,
with BDH Chairman Mr John Wheatley.

John Wheatley and Giles Webber thanking guests

Established in 1892 in the heart of Birmingham, our charity’s
history is interwoven with decades of change for the
Midlands, providing a vital service through two World Wars,
times of economic hardship and most recently a pandemic.

Greeting returning
waggy tailed VIP visitors

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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Generations
of Love
Guests enjoying presentations
and a video to mark the occasion

Visitors enjoyed a tour of our
new clinic and kennels

A new plaque we unveiled to
recognise our amazing supporters

Behind the scenes tours
in our operating theatre

A special dedication plaque was unveiled thanking all the supporters

Linda and Victoria with former BDH Chairman, Guy Crofts

who raised funds for our Healing Hearts Appeal in 2021 so we
could purchase the life-saving equipment we needed
for the new clinic. This included special appreciation to
some very generous organisations who made significant
donations too: Animal Friends Insurance, Petplan,
Betty Phillips Charitable Trust, Lilian Andrews Charitable
Trust, The Pignatelli Foundation and Dumbreck Charity.
Special guests had a tour of the brand-new facilities from
the clinic’s new veterinary team, led by BDH’s Lead Veterinary
Surgeon, Will Walker and Chief Executive Giles Webber.
Celebrations continued at our Wolverhampton centre too,
to make sure every team member and volunteer was thanked

The icing on our Big Birthday
cake, was a special visit from two
members of a notable family.
Sisters Victoria and Lucinda,
granddaughters of our founding
benefactor, Sir Alfred Gooch
kindly paid us a visit, meeting with
Guy Crofts, former Chairman and
Trustee of Birmingham Dogs Home,
and our Chief Executive, Giles.

and appreciated for all their hard work.

Celebrating together at our Birmingham centre

Thank you once more to everyone who has
helped us to be able to open this fantastic
new facility. You can read more and watch
a video about the clinic on our website:
www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk/
appeals/healing-hearts

“It was a lovely opportunity to
be able to show them around our
Birmingham centre so they could
meet some of our current residents
and see for themselves how far
the charity has come and what we
have achieved together in the last
130 years. Throughout this time,
the Gooch family has continued
their commitment to animal
welfare and their kind support of
Birmingham Dogs Home through
the generations. We will be forever
indebted to this lovely family .”

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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Who let the dogs out?!
BDH dogs and their owners joined our
team to create a human dog heart shape,
for a spectacular aerial photograph

Photo courtesy of Rob Shelton, Alto Drone

We invited our ‘fur-bulous’ supporters and
adopters to join our charity’s celebrations
by attending a ‘Big Birthday Paw-ty’ on a
sunny afternoon last month.

Our Big Birthday Cake!
Young supporters enjoying the day

Together with the BDH staff team,
we came together to create a
human and dog heart shape, for a
spectacular aerial photograph to
launch our 130th year which will be
a year of fun fundraising activities.
Visitors enjoyed refreshments
and shared their funny stories
and touching memories of their
four-legged friends. It was lovely to
experience the sense of shared pride
everyone had in their BDH dogs.

Areika with Poppy about to cut the cake

Every dog enjoyed their very own pup-cake

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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“We all sang Happy Birthday
to Birmingham Dogs Home as
a birthday cake was cut by our
two centre managers Areika
Bickerton and Karen Doy and
each dog received their own
special pup-cake too, as well
as a ‘Paw-ty’ bag of goodies
donated by our generous
business supporters Ancol,
Fish4Dogs, and Metro Bank.”

A big thank you to everyone who came along to lend their support.
It was so lovely to see so many returning waggy tails – and their owners!

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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Faithful Friends
‘A man cannot have too many friends’
and as a charity we are nothing
without our faithful supporters
and especially our ‘BDH Friends’
who make regular gifts to help
our homeless dogs.

ON AVERAGE

WE RESCUE

ONE DOG
EVERY HOUR

IT COSTS AROUND

£6000

A DAY TO RUN OUR

TWO CENTRES
Regular donations are the lifeblood of our charity. Knowing we have
a regular income each month means we have security to plan for
the many daily needs of our dogs and the operation of our centres.
Regular support means we know we wil be able to pay for the essentials
such as food, toys and vaccinations and have the security of knowing we
can also meet the costs of medical care for complex or life-threatening
conditions and regular training and behavioural work from our experienced
professional team, which is vital too. All of this means that thanks to
regular donations, we can do all we need to, to prepare every dog to be
ready for the new loving homes they deserve.

WE WORK ACROSS THE

WEST MIDLANDS
& SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE

STAFFORD

“As a regional charity we work as cost-effectively as
possible to ensure that every donation we receive
is put to the best possible use.”

Sign up today

CANNOCK

LICHFIELD
WALSALL

WOLVERHAMPTON
DUDLEY
BIRMINGHAM
KIDDERMINSTER
COVENTRY
WARWICK

And donate £12 per month and you will
receive a limited edition BDH ‘Hartley’ toy
(a collector’s item for people not dogs!) as
well as a lovely Friendship Welcome pack.

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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A few of our BDH Friends have
shared with us why they choose to
support Birmingham Dogs Home
by making a regular donation.

Charlotte Cross

Charlotte Cross with Beowulf and Winston

I’ve worked with Birmingham Dogs Home in a professional
capacity for some time now as a correspondent and presenter
for ITV and have loved learning about the wonderful ways in
which they care for their animals. After a particularly tough
couple of years for charities, I was looking for a local organisation
to support, and this one immediately jumped to mind!
And finding the newest member of our family here - little
Beowulf - was just the icing on the cake. He made himself
right at home in no time, stealing all the toys and demanding
regular cuddles.
“You can tell how well he’s been cared for before coming
home to us by how personable, happy and healthy he is,
and we’re so grateful to BDH, which is why we are now
BDH Friends.”

Trev Foster

After rescuing ‘Sunny’, our
German Shepherd cross, in
2007 we realised how much
he completed our family and
we immediately made a
donation to Birmingham
Dogs Home Wolverhampton
for finding him for us.
When he crossed over the
‘rainbow bridge’ eight years
later we were devastated
and missed him so much.
We decided to run the
Wolves Half Marathon dressed
as Scooby Doo and Mutley to
raise funds for the charity as
a thank you for our boy.
Trev and Josh Foster with Fudge
When we popped in to collect
our running vests, fate was on our side and we fell in love
with Fudge. Our son and his fiancée decided they needed
a rescue pup of their own when they moved in together
and Finley from BDH was welcomed into the family
almost three years ago. Fudge and Finn are best friends
and we love nothing better than long family walks together.
They really do complete our family.
“We are proud to support all the other rescue dogs in our
community that need help by making a regular donation
to this lovely charity, as BDH Friends.”

Helping stray
and unwanted
dogs find happier
tomorrows

What your donations can do:

Matt Wilson

Matt and Rachel Wilson with Jilly

My journey with BDH began back in the 80’s when my
parents would pop into Birmingham Dogs Home (then in
Digbeth) every Christmas to make a donation. Fast forward a
few years and with a secure job I decided that I’d like to start
donating monthly to BDH as it just seemed the right thing
to do. My wife, Rachel and I also fundraise and volunteer for
BDH when we can and have been made so welcome we feel like part of the family now.
“We know we are doing our bit to help local dogs by
making a regular donation”.

£4
£8
£25
£50

Can pay for cosy bedding to provide warmth
and comfort for dogs in need
Can help pay for daily meals and some treats
to keep tails wagging
Can pay for vital medicines such as pain relief
Can help towards paying for essential surgery

Thank you. Your support changes lives.
Become a Friend today

0121 643 5211 (Option 3)
fundraising@birminghamdogshome.org.uk

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 222436

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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Dogs waiting for their
new chapter to begin
Princess is a friendly girl
who finds kennel life quite
stressful. She is looking
for very patient owners
who can help her build
her confidence.

HELLO MY NAME IS

PRINCESS

Breed: Staffordshire
Bull Terrier
Size: Medium
Gender: Female
Centre: Birmingham
Age: 5 years
Child Suitability: No
Live With Dogs: No

Princess is a lovely girl however, she gets very worried
and needs lots of time to bond with someone.
She will thrive in a loving home environment where she
can snuggle on the sofa and will enjoy a quiet household
with someone who understands her needs.
Princess requires an owner who recognises her insecurities
and won’t push her and will give her space when she is
feeling anxious. She loves cuddles when she is in a home
environment, however, she is under socialised and will
need help with getting used to certain situations.
If you think you can offer Princess a home,
please call our Birmingham Centre on 0121 643 5211

Delilah has spent half of
her life in and out of
kennels and is looking for
an understanding owner
where she can flourish.
Delilah can’t wait to
find her forever home.

HELLO MY NAME IS

DELILAH

Delilah is a delight once she knows and is comfortable
with you but is very wary and reactive towards new people
and new situations. Delilah becomes very distressed
when encountering new things.
Highly energetic, she is seeking an equally active family who will
enjoy teaching her new skills and supporting her with some of
her ongoing training. Delilah’s perfect match would be adopters
who love the outdoors just as much as she does, and who are
looking for a dog that they can dedicate their life to.
If you think you can offer Delilah a home,
please call our Birmingham Centre on 0121 643 5211

Tyson is a big friendly
boy who likes nothing
better than being with
you, having lots of fuss
and attention.

HELLO MY NAME IS

TYSON

Breed: Mastiff
Size: Large
Gender: Male (N)
Centre: Wolverhampton
Age: 7 years
Child Suitability: No
Live With Dogs: No

Tyson is very affectionate and loves to have cuddles. He’s very
friendly with people and walks really well on his dogmatic.
Tyson is selective with other dogs so initially when he meets
a dog he wears a muzzle until comfortable around them.
If the dog is calm and he has got used to them, he
will happily walk alongside them without a muzzle.
Tyson enjoys running around and exploring when
in an enclosed area on his own.
If you think you can offer Tyson a home,
please call our Wolverhampton Centre on 01902 790618

Breed: Crossbreed
Size: Medium
Gender: Female (N)
Centre: Birmingham
Age: 2 years
Child Suitability: No
Live With Dogs: Possibly

Kiana’s favourite
thing is playing fetch
with a tennis ball.

HELLO MY NAME IS

KIANA

Breed: Crossbreed
Size: Large
Gender: Female (N)
Centre: Wolverhampton
Age: 6 years
Child Suitability: No
Live With Dogs: No

Kiana’s new family will need to come and meet her a
few times at the centre as she can be nervous and will
bark at people when first meeting them.
Kiana will need a very secure garden with high fencing
so she can’t get out and cause any mischief!
She will need a quiet, relaxed home and an owner willing
to work with her and give her the patient care she needs.
If you think you can offer Kiana a home,
please call our Wolverhampton Centre on 01902 790618

Please visit our website for more information and to make an online enquiry or book a time to visit.
Please note that all the dogs that are currently available for adoption at both of our centres are on our website.

Become a BDH
Friend Today
To help us to continue caring for dogs like Princess, Delilah,
Tyson and Kiana for however long they need to be with us,
you can become a Friend of Birmingham Dogs Home from
just £1 a week. Please visit: birminghamdogshome.org.uk
or fill out the form below.

✂

When you sign up to become a
BDH Friend you will receive a
Friendship Welcome pack as
well as exclusive offers and
invitations every year including:

Become a Friend today by completing the form and returning it to us at:
Birmingham Dogs Home, Fundraising Department, Catherine-de-Barnes Lane,
Catherine-de-Barnes, Solihull, West Midlands, B92 0DJ.

A Friendship Certificate.

Ticking Yes to Gift Aid will mean BDH will get an extra 25p for every £1 you give.

A pack of BDH goodies.

✂

Our Waggy Tales monthly
newsletter with updates
about dogs currently looking
for new homes as well as
“happily ever after” stories.
A BDH soft toy dog if you
donate £12 or more per month.
Special Friendship discounts
including boarding for
your dogs.

Charity Name:

Birmingham Dogs Home

Name and full postal address of your Bank
or Building Society
To: The Manager

Service User Number

2

7

5

0

6

9

GoCardless, Sutton Yard, 65 Goswell Road, London,
EC1V 7EN, GB

Bank / Building Society

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society
Address

Please pay GoCardless Direct Debits from the account
detailed in this Instruction subject to the safeguards assured
by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this
instruction may remain with GoCardless and, if so, details
will be passed electronically to my bank / building society.

Exclusive invitations to special
events and centre tours.
Postcode

How your Friendship will make a
big difference to dogs every day:

Instructions to your Bank or
Building Society to pay by Direct Debit

Signature(s)

Name(s) of Account Holder(s)
Date

£4 a month can pay for cosy
£8

a month can help pay for daily
meals and some treats to keep
tails wagging.

£12 can pay for one dog to be
microchipped each month so he
or she can be reunited with their
worried owners if they get lost.

Bank / Building Society Account Number

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit
Instructions from some types of account

Branch Sort Code

My Donation Details
I would like to make a regular donation of
Monthly

Annually

Commencing

Supporter ID No. (If known)

01 /

/

15 /

/

or

Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Other (please specify)
First Name

vaccinated each month to protect
them against serious diseases.

Surname

Gift Aid Declaration
Please Gift Aid this donation and any donations I make in the
future or have made in the past 4 years. I am a UK taxpayer and
understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift
Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

Address

Please notify us if you want to cancel this declaration,
change your name or home address or if you no longer
pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

Alternatively, you can register
to become a Friend online at:
Postcode

Working together
towards a world
where every dog
is a loved dog in
a happy home.

Half Yearly

My Details

£24 can pay for one dog to be

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
or call the Fundraising Department
on 0121 643 5211 (Option 3).

Quarterly

£

Email

Tick to apply

Signature

Date

Telephone
For information about privacy and communication, please see overleaf
This guarantee should be detached and retained by the Payer

The Direct Debit Guarantee
•

The Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits.

•

If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit GoCardless will notify you (normally 3 working days) in advance of your account being
debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request GoCardless to collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request.

•

If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by GoCardless or your bank or building society, you are entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount
paid from your bank or building society.

•

If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when GoCardless asks you to.

•

You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. Please also notify GoCardless.

✂

bedding to provide warmth
and comfort.

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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Join our 130th Celebrations
What better way to celebrate 130 years of caring than fundraising
with a ‘130’ theme to support all of the local homeless dogs
in need of care throughout 2022. There are lots of ways
you can get involved.

130 Years Celebration Wall
Share your photos and memories of your beloved
dog on our website on our dedicated online
Celebration Wall and make a donation.
visit: www.birminghamdogshome.
memorypage.org/130years

Fancy more of
a challenge?
2022

130 Miles in May
May is National Walking Month and you can join us with
(or without) your four-legged friends for both our ‘Take the
Lead Together’ virtual walk in May and our ever-popular
‘Walk in the Park’ event, sponsored by Ancol, at the beautiful
Walsall Arboretum on Sunday 29th May. Keeping with our
130th theme, this year’s challenge is to walk 130 miles in
May and aim to raise £130 for your amazing efforts.
Find out how to join in both activities on our website.

Take on the Malvern Hills
Marvellous Mutt Walk with
us Sunday 11th September!
Join us when we head into the hills and walk a 10.5 km
route on a guided tour around the Malvern Hills.
Bring your dogs along for the walk and meet like-minded
dog lovers as we put our walking boots on with the aim
of raising £130 sponsorship per person.

For more details and to book tickets visit
our website: birminghamdogshome.org.uk/
malvern-hills-marvellous-mutt-walk

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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130th
Fundraisers

Jilly

Or there are lots of ways
you can fundraise in your own
time, in just the way you want
to, to support Birmingham
Dogs Home this year.
We have lots of great ideas for you in our new downloadable
Fundraising pack as well as great freebies including posters,
bunting, baking recipes, collection boxes, sponsorship forms
and much more.

“Our goal is to
enthuse and inspire
130 fundraisers to raise
£130 each for us this year.
We will share your
stories throughout the
year and every single
fundraiser will receive
one of our very special
130th Birthday
Certificates
of Merit.”
As a special birthday
thank you, every fundraiser
reaching their goal of £130
will receive a BDH Hartley toy,
how’s that for an incentive?

13
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Meet your BDH
Fundraising Team
who are walking
the walk for
BDH in 2022
We may be a small fundraising team, but we are full
of ideas, passion and energy and not only are we here
to support everyone’s fundraising efforts, every step
of the way, we are leading by example too.
Fi Harrison, our Head of Fundraising, kicked off her
own 130th fundraising efforts this year with a trip to
Wales to fly down the world’s fastest zipwire. In good
company with her son Max and his two friends,
Daniel and James, together they raised over £500 for
Birmingham Dogs Home and Epilepsy Research UK.
Jilly Rivers is already out training with BDH furry
fundraiser Mini Pin, and old-timer Shaylor, who still
enjoys a stroll, getting ready to rack up her steps
for our Take the Lead Together Challenge in May.
Meanwhile, Rachel Frost is taking on the 10K challenge
of the Great Birmingham Run and has been taking her
walkies to a new level, training with her BDH rescue
dog Reeva. This year, however, she isn’t attempting to
run the course in our dog mascot suit – she has hung
up her furry mask and is taking it seriously!

Find out more at: www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk/support-us/we-are-130

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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Some journeys are longer
and harder than others…
Receiving dogs from dog wardens from nine
local authorities across the Midlands means
that Birmingham Dogs Home is often in the
front-line, receiving dogs that have had very
difficult starts to their journeys and are in
need of lots of extra care.
We wanted to share the journeys of three dogs currently in our
care — pup Peri, young Kaiser and old timer Wendy. Their stories
help to illustrate the importance of the daily life-saving and
life-changing work of our skilled veterinary team and our dedicated
canine carers. This is why your support is so vital to our charity.

A stress free
stay, while
you’re away
Give your best friend a fun and enjoyable holiday
at our luxury, state-of-the-art facilites set in
picturesque surroundings, all delivered by an
experienced and fully trained team you can trust.
■ Fully Trained Staff ■ One-to-One Care
■ Secure Paddock Off-Lead Exercise ■ Outdoor Run
■ Under Floor Heating* ■ All Meals Included**
…and an unlimited supply of cuddles!
*Under floor heating only available at our Birmingham Centre.
**Food provided by BDH only - for full terms and conditions visit our website.

For reservations and availability

0121 643 5211 (Birmingham)
boarding@birminghamdogshome.org.uk

01902 790 618 (Wolverhampton)

Peri’s Story
Peri is a five-month-old German
Shepherd who came into our
care with intermittent lameness,
from an old, untreated fracture
which had started to fuse on
its own.
Following exploratory surgery by the BDH vet team, to assess
the degree of bone healing, they performed a bone remodelling
procedure to help to stabilise the leg.

sunnysideboarding@birminghamdogshome.org.uk

Peri is currently resting and recovering for a few weeks, and

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 222436

we are hoping amputation can be avoided with physiotherapy
and hydrotherapy.

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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Kaiser is a two-year-old Cane Corso
who was extremely emaciated
when he was brought to our
Birmingham rescue centre at
just over 30 kilograms.
He was wearing a choke chain which needed to be cut off to
get over his head, under sedation and when it was removed,
infected wounds consistent with a ‘prong collar’ were revealed.
Kaiser’s journey has been a challenging one to-date but he is
now experiencing daily care and love from our team. He is slowly
gaining weight and his wounds are healing well. Kaiser has a very
sweet nature, loving human company and he responds well to
commands from his carers.

Kaiser’s Story

“He will be looking for a new home very soon.”

Wendy, a seven-year-old Bulldog,
has been a regular visitor at our
veterinary clinic since she was
brought into our Birmingham
centre as a stray from the local
area in October 2021.

This procedure was to reduce the incidence
of ongoing skin infections and reduce the
need for regular cleaning at home and give
her a much improved quality of life going
forwards. Wendy is recovering really well
following surgery and went back to her
foster home the same day. The surgery
has been a real success.”
Wendy is currently being fostered by one of BDH’s canine carers,
Sam. Catching up with Sam, he reports that “Wendy is doing
extremely well, recovering from her procedures. Everyone at
the vets has fallen in love with her - just like I did! Wendy is a
very lazy dog and I felt that fostering her would help with her
ongoing treatment and give her an opportunity to enjoy a home
environment whilst recovering.

Wendy and Sam

I have also recently taken home another one of our BDH Bulldogs
who needs a little TLC too - Elsa. Wendy and Elsa have struck up
a lovely bond together.”

Wendy’s Story

Wendy recovering

As a Bulldog, Wendy is predisposed to multiple health issues
associated with being a brachycephalic (short headed) breed
which include respiratory difficulties, hip dysplasia and dry eye
to name a few. Wendy was also suffering from another common
condition for these breeds; repeated skin infections.
BDH Veterinary Surgeon, Matt Perks explains “her short face and
excess skin created a large nasal fold which became an ideal
environment for yeast and bacterial growth. Her carers were having
to wipe this skin fold multiple times a day as well as regular bathing
to keep on top of these organisms, so the decision was made to
give Wendy a “facelift”.

To follow updates about these and other dogs in our care,
follow our social media channels or visit our website
www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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A Home from Home at Crufts

Fi Harrison interviewed by
Channel 4’s Radzi Chinyanganya

A ‘new home’ for BDH at Crufts

After the cancellation of Crufts in 2021,
the Kennel Club’s announcement that
the ‘Biggest and Best Dog Show in
the world’ was returning to the NEC,

Hannah Molloy with Vet Chef Joe Inglis

was greeted with excitement by dog
lovers everywhere.
As the leading dog welfare charity
here in the Midlands, with Crufts
on our doorstep, this fantastic event
provides a unique opportunity for
our charity to showcase our work,
how amazing rescue dogs are, and
it is a lovely way for us to meet old
and new supporters and potential
adopters too.

We were joined on our stand, by Vet
Chef Joe Inglis who was selling his
treat kits in aid of Birmingham Dogs
Home and by the team from our
long-term supporters, Ancol, who
were helping us to sell the toys and
dog accessories which they kindly
donate to us each year. We were
also supported by our partners
Metro Bank with members of their
staff team volunteering to join us
to promote our responsible dog
ownership messages with
child-friendly information packs.

We were very proud to showcase a
timeline of our charity’s proud 130
year old history and our stand
attracted lots of interest.
BDH’s Head of Fundraising, Fi Harrison
was interviewed by Channel 4’s Radzi
Chinyanganya to chat about the
challenges that the animal welfare
sector has faced in recent times and
Radzi enjoyed a cuddle with a few
of our lovely dogs that were on our
stand ready to find new homes.
We were delighted to be featured
on Channel 4’s Crufts coverage on
Sunday evening and also on BBC
Midlands Today, to shine a light on
the dogs we are looking after and
the support we need to keep on
caring – hopefully for another 130 years!

Families enjoyed meeting some BDH dogs

Phoebe hoping to find a new home

Birmingham Dogs Home’s
stand was bigger and better
too as we welcomed visitors
into our ‘home’ with ‘rooms’
themed around our
different services.

Rachel, Jilly and Fi, setting up the stand
together on #internationalwomensday2022

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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John Wheatley, Mark Beazley and
Giles Webber at this year’s Crufts

We had lots of lovely visitors throughout this four-day event
and were delighted that Prince Michael, Duke of Kent and
Mark Beazley, Top Dog at the Kennel Club, made time to
come to chat.
The Resorts World team also made us very welcome once
again, as we did a doggie take-over of their fabulous atrium,
with visiting BDH dogs and fun activities for families.
Our amazing volunteer team were there all week to answer
questions, and host dog meet and greets.

Young visitors learning about
doggie care in our education ‘room’

To purchase BDH merchandise
and gifts any time of the year,
please visit our online shop:
www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk/shop

Resorts World became dog friendly throughout and BDH
floor stickers featuring our dogs were located around the
venue which helped to raise great awareness for us and
Resorts World as a great place for pooches.

“Thank you to everyone who popped by our
stands at both venues to take part in our raffle,
fun photo competitions and to take away some
treats for their dogs in an eye-catching BDH
deluxe shopper – coveted all around Crufts.”
Some of the BDH and Ancol team working together

We are pleased to
announce our VIP
dog spa is now available
at both our centres.
A calm and relaxed
spa where your
Very Important Pooch
comes first.

Book your dog a makeover today!

0121 643 5211 (Birmingham)
grooming@birminghamdogshome.org.uk

01902 790 618 (Wolverhampton)
sunnyside@birminghamdogshome.org.uk

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 222436

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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Business and Community
Partnership Spotlight
Birmingham Dogs Home has been part of the fabric of the
Midlands community for generations and we are lucky to have
the support of some amazing companies, who have ‘giving back’
to the local community as central to their values. These lovely
folk are backing Birmingham Dogs Home throughout 2022.

BDH’s Rachel Frost visited construction
company Skanska recently at their local HQ
with our community pooches, Reeva and
Buddy, to chat to their team about our
charity and how Skanska can support us.
The lunchtime learning session was very popular and their
Skanska’s Team with Buddy

lovely team has committed to support our charity in various
ways over the coming months, by taking part in some of our
planned fundraising walks, by volunteering and by working
with us to re-model some of our dog enrichment areas at
our Birmingham centre. Thanks to Sarah Hough, Head of
Integration and Social Value, for leading the way.

“Thanks to their lovely partners at H W Martin
traffic management too, for kindly lending us
lots of traffic cones for us to make a heart shape
for our aerial drone photo for our recent
130th birthday paw-ty! It’s who you know!”

A huge thanks to Animal
Friends Insurance once again
for choosing to team up with
BDH for a special promotion
in January.
For every new policy signed up
during the promotional period, a
donation was made to our charity.

Cone delivery!

That’s what we call a win:win and the
biggest winners of all were our dogs.
A fantastic £20,000 was raised which is a
huge boost for our charity, especially now
as our dedicated team are working so
hard to look after the huge influx of dogs
we have received. Thanks to the lovely
Marion, Patricia, Catrin and Clare for
their fantastic support.
Animal Friends was founded to provide
funding to assist the work of animal
welfare charities and has donated over
£6 million to over 600 animal welfare
charities since they were founded in 1998.

Watch the video at
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=wmtFYawMwjk

Chambers are leading the
way as dog friendly property
professionals, working to
raise awareness and support
for BDH across the Midlands.
Look out for their BDH branded For Sale
boards and our BDH “Display dogs”
outside and inside properties near you!
Thanks to Claire Chambers and her
lovely team for being fur-bulous!

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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BDH firm friends, Metro Bank hosted an
in-store ‘rehoming’ event at their Solihull
store just before Christmas.
We took along a few of our pooches who enjoyed getting out
and about and meeting Metro Bank dog loving customers.
Metro Bank are now proudly displaying BDH ‘display dogs’
to show their support, in their stores across the region.
A huge thank you to Dan Whild and Kulvinder Dhanda for
making all of our dogs so welcome.

Diesel, a young whippet enjoying a day out at
Metro Bank Solihull Store, meeting the team

Jessica Clavin and Stephen Rome
of Thursfields meeting Fi with Hope
and Joy (making herself at home!)

A big thank you to the Thursfields team in Solihull who invited
us along for a chat and to enjoy their Great Birmingham Bark
Off afternoon tea.
We are thrilled to have been chosen as their charity partners for a second year.
Thanks for your paw-some support, we love working with you!

We are so lucky to have the
support of fantastic local Pets
at Home stores and together
they raised over £10,000 to help
local BDH dogs, from all of their
in-store fundraising activities
throughout 2022.

Charlie, Rachel and TJ

Always willing to help, the Pets at Home
crew also volunteer at many of our events
and activities throughout the year, they
are like part of the family!

Rachel Carrol training hard to raise money for BDH

Thanks as always to our
paw-some pals at spottydog
communications who are with
us every step of the way to
help share news of our work,
our challenges and our
successes too.
Spottydogs, Rachel Carroll and Emily
Wardle have been putting the miles
in, training in preparation to run the
Birmingham 10K this May as part of
the BDH team. Thanks for all of your
support ladies!

“Thanks Rachel R, Rachel C
and Emily, the dream team!”

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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We are over the moon to have been chosen
as Sulzer’s charity partner.

Pictured: Mel Butler, Jon Wood, Nathan Philips, Craig Gayden,
Chris Moore, Raza Hussain, Matt Froggatt, Mark Paul,
Becky Coley, Helen Clarke and Chris Adams

Based in fantastic facilities at neighbouring Birmingham
Business Park, Sulzer is a global leader in fluid engineering.
Chris Adams, Coilshop Operations Manager and his charity
committee colleagues have taken Birmingham Dogs Home
to their hearts and as well as making a fantastic donation of
items for our dogs at Christmas, are planning a calendar of
fundraising activities, including a special Charity Evening,
in aid of Birmingham Dogs Home.
Pictured: Nathan Phillips, Craig Gayden, Becky Coley,
Chris Moore, Mark Paul, Mel Butler and Chris Adams

“We are delighted to be working with
such an enthusiastic bunch.”

Join our pack and...

2022 is our 130th Birthday!
If your team would like to join
in the celebrations by taking
part in a team challenge event
or by raising money through
fun activities at work, please
get in touch, we would love
to chat over a cuppa and
introduce you to some of our
residents who are currently
waiting for their ‘fur-ever’ homes.

Thanks to the Ancol team for joining us to lend
a paw at Crufts last month and for supporting
both our Take the Lead together virtual walk
throughout May, National Walking month
and for teaming up with us once again for our
annual ‘Walk in the Park’ at Walsall Arboretum
on Sunday 29th May.

Become a BDH Business Hero

0121 643 5211 (Option 3)
fundraising@birminghamdogshome.org.uk

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 222436

We look forward to welcoming all of our
business supporters to join us for our
130th challenge events this year.
Enter your teams online via our website.

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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Our friends at easyfundraising are
supporting our 130th birthday
fundraising by promoting BDH
as their charity of the month,
with a shared goal of signing
up 130 new easyfundraisers.
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Thank you to the National
Grid team for their very
kind support.
The team helped to raise money
to purchase essential items for our
veterinary clinic and will be joining in
fundraising activities across the year.
Thank you to Bev Whitehall and team
for your very kind support.

Birmingham Dogs Home has over
200 supporters on easyfundraising who
have already raised £1,430 through their
online shopping.

“Sign up today to donate to support BDH and local homeless dogs as you shop.”

Thank you to all the businesses and organisations that have supported us over the last 12 months and continue to help us in many different
ways. A shout out to all of our friends at Alto Drone, Amazon, Ancol, The Animal People Recruitment Company, Animal Friends
Insurance, Barratt Homes, Bluflame, Birmingham Business Park, BrewDog, DPD, Fish4Pets, HelpGB, Jessup, Metro Bank,
Northern Bear, Pets at Home, Petplan, Skanska, Spottydog Communications, Sulzer, Thursfields Solicitors, Weightmans Solicitors,
Yale UK and Winning Moves. Every single thing you do makes a difference to the lives and futures of rescued dogs across the Midlands.

To find out more about becoming a BDH Business Hero and
corporate kennel sponsorship, contact rachel@birminghamdogshome.org.uk

Our Fur-bulous Fundraiser!
I am Jashvita, six-years-old, and attend Edgbaston High School.
One of my favourite things to do is sing, dance, and tell jokes.
to my family and friends, and I offered
them the opportunity to donate if they
enjoyed it. A total of £598.64 has been
raised from my online fundraising for
the Healing Hearts Appeal, which will
enable the Charity to provide medical
care for many homeless dogs.
Jashvita seeing how our operating
theatre works (with toy patient)

I normally donate shoeboxes and
treats for Birmingham Dogs Home
during Christmas time. This year
I used my talent to raise money for
the Birmingham Dogs Home Healing
Hearts Appeal to help build and
equip their new veterinary clinic.
I grew up with dogs, so I wanted to be a
veterinarian. Animals need to be loved
and cared for. I sang my favourite song

The reason I chose Birmingham Dogs
Home is because they rescue, reunite,
and rehome stray and abandoned
dogs throughout the West Midlands
and South Staffordshire. Each year,
Birmingham Dogs Home cares for
over 2,000 dogs and spends over
£230,000 on their medical needs.
Birmingham Dogs Home does not
receive government funding and is
entirely dependent on supporters’
generosity, so my family sponsored
veterinary equipment worth £3,130.44
for the Birmingham Dogs Home's
new veterinary clinic.

I visited the Birmingham Dogs Home
and met the veterinary team earlier
this year. They showed me around the
clinic, and the team have done such
a wonderful job getting the new clinic
set up. It was such a pleasure to meet
them, and their work was excellent.
Me and my family appreciate
everything you do for
our four-legged friends.

Jashvita

Veterinary Nurse Laura Westwood, giving
Jashvita a behind the scenes tour

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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Feeding dogs in the community
Birmingham Dogs Home’s support of dogs in our community
doesn’t stop at our gates. As a local charity we do all we can in
our local communities to support dogs and their owners in the
ways they need us most.
This includes working with local food banks,
providing them with any excess donated dog
food we may have, so that dog owners, using
food banks, can collect items to feed their
dogs – who are valued family members too.
There are millions of people living in the UK today
below the poverty line and the costs of dog
ownership are a challenge for many families.
Working in collaboration with other charities in this
way, we are helping support families to be able to
continue to look after their dogs, and keep them
in their family homes, rather than having to make
the difficult decision to relinquish a much-loved
family pet.

Areika and Vicky allocating food donations

Some of our friendly rehoming
team Erika, Jodie, Dawn and Vicky

“Dog ownership is a big responsibility” says
BDH centre manager Areika Bickerton. “It is our
obligation and duty to inform and educate the
communities we serve, so families fully understand
the long-term financial commitment of dog
ownership - not only the costs of daily feeding,
but vaccinations and vet bills too.
We are here every step of the way for local people to help them with
their dogs and stand shoulder to shoulder with the Midlands community
we all live and work in. to help dog loving families across the region,
particularly during challenging times like these.”

www.unitylottery.co.uk/causes/birmingham-dogs-home

If you would like to speak to someone about your own
family situation and your dog, please get in touch with
our friendly reception team who will be able to provide
guidance and advice. You can find out more about
responsible dog ownership on our website:
www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk/
helpful-information/responsible-dog-ownership

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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Adopted in 2022
Here is a selection of some of the very lovely dogs we have
helped to find new homes for in the last few months.
Some of our dogs are sponsored by Fish4Dogs who
provide tailored diets to help support their medical
conditions or allergies. Thank you Fish4Dogs, from
these lovely girls and boys, who thanks to your
support were able to recover more quickly and
be ready for their new loving homes.

Andy

Buddy

Penny

Diesel

Tilly

Ruby

Pennie

Bailey

Natia

Spot

Roo

Darla

Sheba

Duncan

Belle

Sponsored by

Rose

Caprice

Tulisa

Thank you to everyone who has taken time to support our dogs in 2022 by donating
online, popping in with food or blankets or sending a cheque. Everything you do
however big or small makes a real difference to all of our dogs – big and small!

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
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Thank you to our fundraisers

1

2

3

1

4

5

Thank you to: 1. The Lyndon’s Community Friendship Group brought in much needed items for our dogs for Christmas and then managed to raise
an impressive £2,063.34 from holding a Great Birmingham Bark Off, along with a tombola and raffle. / 2. Vicky and her colleagues from Mountain
Training very skilfully made Christmas Wreaths in December for us to sell at both of our Santa Paws events, which raised £220. / 3. St Modwena Way,
of Penkridge, lit up the neighbourhood with their famous ‘Modwena Way Lights’ for local residents over the Christmas period to raise funds for BDH.
Local residents donated generously and £1,551.78 was raised! / 4. Jessica Clavin from Thursfields Solicitors in Solihull held a ‘Great Birmingham Bark Off’
event and raised £76.25. Jessica even made dog biscuit present packages for her colleagues which had their own dogs on – how lovely! / 5. The lovely
residents of the neighbouring village of Barston donated £500 to Birmingham Dogs Home, one of a number of lucky local charities to benefit from
funds raised by local residents through staging annual fundraising events including a summer fete, BBQ and Ball.
If you would like a collection tin or a fundraising pack please contact our friendly fundraising team: fundraising@birminghamdogshome.org.uk

GS HOME
BIRMINGHAM DO

To donate £5* text
BDH130 to 70970
To donate £10* text
BDH130 to 70191
Or scan this with your smartphone to choose how much to donate.
* Fundraising, payments and donations will be processed and administered by the
National Funding Scheme (Charity No: 1149800), operating as DONATE. Texts will be
charged at your standard network rate. For Terms & Conditions, see www.easydonate.org
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Visit our website at www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk
or check our social media platforms for further updates
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